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European funds in Małopolska 

  

 

The report, in the part concerning the structural funds and the Cohesion Fund of the 2014-

2020 programming period, is prepared on the basis of data from the Central ICT System SL 

2014 supporting the implementation of operational programs and projects co-financed from 

the European Funds 2014-2020, containing information on programs, project life cycle and 

the certification process, as of 31st December 2020. Data on support from the European 

Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) was obtained from the website of  

the Agency for Development and Modernization of Agriculture, supplemented with  

a database of projects managed by the Małopolska Region Board, run by the Department of 

European Funds of the Marshal's Office. The amount of co-financing under the first pillar 

(direct payments) has also been presented for the period 2004-2020. 

 

Poland - as of 31st December 2020. 

• 7.6 thousand - number of competitions held 

• 168.6 thousand - number of submitted applications 

• 83.6 thousand - number of contracts concluded 

• 514.2 billion PLN - value of concluded contracts 

• 05.5 thousand - number of payment applications 

• 263.8 billion PLN - the amount reported in payment applications 

 

Małopolska – as of 31st December 2020.  

• 2.3 thousand - number of beneficiaries based in Małopolska 

• 5.9 thousand - number of projects implemented in Małopolska 

• 40.0 billion PLN - value of projects implemented in Małopolska 

• 23.9 billion PLN - EU co-financing for projects implemented in Małopolska 

 

By the end of 2020, 433 calls for proposals for the 2014-2020 Regional Operational Program 

of the Małopolska region were conducted, under which 7,380 applications were submitted. 

3,896 contracts were signed. In 2020 alone, 30 calls for proposals were conducted, attracting 

959 applicants. It should be emphasized that there is an exceptionally high interest in the 

possibilities of obtaining support in 2020 - in the period of a pandemic, the resulting 

administrative restrictions in running a business, and a decline in demand for a number of 

products and services.  

 

The level of involvement of EU funds in the Regional Operational Program of the Małopolska 

region, calculated by the value of the granted allocation for EU funding of signed contracts, 

amounted to 86.8% at the end of 2020, which gave 7th place in the country among all regional 
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operational programs. The national average, including all national and regional programs, was 

slightly higher and amounted to 87.3%. On the other hand, the level of the use of EU funds, 

calculated by the value of payments transferred to the total allocation, in the case of ROP of 

the Małopolska was 49.3%, with the national average of 49.0%. 

 

The implementation of projects co-financed from EU funds under all operational programs 

was undertaken by 2,347 beneficiaries based in the Małopolska region, which constitutes 6.2% 

of all national beneficiaries. This places Małopolska in 7th place in the country, the leader 

being the Mazowiecki region (4,937 entities) before Lublin (4,868 beneficiaries). Within a year, 

this number in Małopolska alone increased by 521 entities. The increase in the number of 

beneficiaries mainly results from the increase in the number of business entities. In the case 

of the Małopolska region, it is 488 enterprises, regardless of the legal form, accounting for 

almost 94% of the increase. In the poviat approach, most beneficiaries are based in the city of 

Krakow - 957, then in the Krakow poviat - 166 and the Wadowice poviat - 100. There are 

between 50 and 100 beneficiaries in 12 poviats, and in the area of 7 poviats - less than 50. In 

2020, contracts for co-financing projects from EU funds were signed by 212 new beneficiaries 

from Krakow, 41 from the Krakow poviat and 29 from the Nowosądecki poviat. The highest 

growth dynamics was shown in the Gorlice poviat, with 52.3% of beneficiaries, and the 

Nowosądecki poviat with an increase of 42.0% 

 

As of the end of 2020, 5,913 projects were implemented in the area of Małopolska, which puts 

the region in 5th place in the country. This number consists of 3,892 projects implemented 

from the Regional Operational Program of the Małopolska, 1,358 from the Intelligent 

Development Operational Program, 423 from the Knowledge Education Development 

Operational Program, 205 from the Infrastructure and Environment Operational Program, 33 

from the Operational Program Digital Poland. 

 

There is a noticeable difference between the poviats in terms of the number of implemented 

projects: from 163 projects in the Miechów poviat to 1,505 projects in Kraków. 

In 2020 alone, 1,444 contracts were signed for the implementation of projects in  

the Małopolska region, including 611 from the Regional Operational Program of  

the Małopolska for 2014-2020.  

 

The value of projects implemented in Małopolska amounted to 40.0 billion PLN at the end of 

2020, with co-financing from the European Union in the amount of 23.9 billion PLN, which 

places the Małopolska region in 3rd place in Poland. Not all projects implemented in 

Małopolska have a territorial dimension that allows them to be assigned to a specific poviat. 

In total, as at the end of 2020, 345 such projects were recorded in Małopolska for the amount 

of 3.4 billion PLN (EU: 2.0 billion PLN). On the other hand, at the poviat level, most projects 

are concentrated in Kraków - 1,505 projects worth 11.4 billion (EU: PLN 6.7 billion PLN).  

The second largest poviat of Nowy Targ implements projects in its area with a value more than 
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4 times lower, i.e., 2.7 billion PLN (EU: 1.5 billion PLN), most of which is allocated to one 

project, i.e., the S-7 road. The list of powiats is completed by the powiat of powiat with 194 

projects worth 0.4 billion PLN (EU: 0.2 billion PLN). 

 

In 2020, the value of contracts for the implementation of projects co-financed from EU funds 

in Małopolska increased by 6.5 billion PLN (EU: 3.9 billion PLN). These values give Małopolska 

the second place in the country after the Śląsk region. The dynamics of the increase in the 

number of projects in 2020 puts the city of Tarnów in the first place, where it increased by 

41%, while the highest increase in value was recorded in the Nowy Targ poviat - by 59%. 

 

Małopolska took 1st place in terms of the value of projects implemented under OP Smart 

Growth, 2nd place among regional operational programs, 3rd place in the field of Knowledge 

Education Development OP, 5th place in the scope of OP Infrastructure and Environment and 

6th place in the case of OP Digital Poland.  

  

In terms of the value of projects per capita, the Małopolska region, with the amount of 11,715 

PLN (EU: 7,005 PLN), took 13th place. For poviats, the value and co-financing were reduced by 

the value of projects implemented throughout the region, while in the case of communes, the 

poviat average was additionally reduced by the value of projects covering entire poviats. 

Therefore, three figures were obtained characterizing the value of EU projects per capita, 

depending on the area of observation (region, poviat and municipality).  

The average poviat value in Małopolska was exceeded by 7 poviats, while the above-average 

result was also recorded in poviats with relatively low absolute values of implemented EU 

projects, and the relatively low number of inhabitants contributed to the high position.  

The highest value per capita was recorded in the poviats of Oświęcim - 15,895 PLN (EU: 7,749 

PLN) and Sucha - 15,709 PLN (EU: 8,762 PLN). The ranking is closed by the Brest poviat with  

a value per capita of 4,824 PLN (EU: 3,220 PLN).  

 

Value per capita of implemented projects co-financed from EU funds higher than the average 

for municipalities was recorded in 38 municipalities, that is in every fifth municipality.  

Less than 3,000 PLN fell in 46 municipalities, between 3 thousand PLN and 5 thousand PLN in 

43 municipalities and below the average but at least equal to 5 thousand PLN - in 55 

municipalities.  

 

The dominance of a single investment, especially that implemented under national programs, 

often affects the average for the entire commune. And so, the ranking is opened by the 

municipalities where the S-7 road is being built: Lubień - 86,259 PLN (EU: 45,564 PLN), 

Jordanian rural commune - 76 51 PLN (EU: 40,124 PLN). 

 

At the end of 2020, Małopolska was ranked first in the country in terms of the value of 

implemented projects in the case of OP Innovative Development (7.3 billion PLN, including 3.9 
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billion PLN in EU funding), although in terms of the number of projects under this program 

(1,258 projects) it was second to Mazowsze and Śląsk. 

 

The second place in terms of the value of projects was taken by Małopolska in the ranking of 

projects from the Regional Operational Program of the Małopolska (17.1 billion PLN, 

supported by 11.5 billion PLN from EU funds), in which the Śląsk region is the leader. The 

quantitative ranking places the Małopolska in 7th place (3,892 projects). 

 

Małopolska region took the third place in the OP Knowledge Education Development, which 

also corresponds to the position in terms of the number of projects. 

 

Further places, i.e., 5th and 6th places, belonged to Małopolska in the case of OP 

Infrastructure and Environment and OP Digital Poland, respectively.  

 

Małopolska is a leader in the value of per capita projects under the Intelligent Development 

OP, amounting to 2,128 PLN (EU: 1,140 PLN). Compared to other regions, Małopolska is  

a leader in terms of value (and the second largest number in terms of their number) of projects 

implemented under the thematic objective "Strengthening research, technological 

development and innovation". In total, 1,199 projects are implemented in the Małopolska 

region (i.e., 15.0% of the entire country's resources) with a value of 6.8 billion PLN  

(EU: 3.8%), which is 12.6% of the value of all projects in this field implemented in Poland. Also, 

the first place in terms of the value of projects (at least 7 in terms of their number) is held in 

Małopolska under the objective "Promoting social inclusion and combating poverty and any 

discrimination". In this case, the total value of implemented measures amounted to 3.8 billion 

PLN (EU: 2.5 billion PLN), which accounts for 10.3% of the global value of projects included in 

this objective for the entire country. 

 

The second place was achieved by the Małopolska region in the scope of the objective 

"Preservation and protection of the natural environment and supporting effective 

management of resources", where the value of projects amounted to 3.7 billion PLN  

(EU: 2.1 billion PLN), the thematic objective "Promoting sustainable and high-quality 

employment and support for employee mobility "involving the amount of 2.4 billion PLN (EU: 

1.9 billion PLN) and" Social innovation "- 54.2 million PLN (EU: 51.1 million PLN). 

 

Małopolska is in the third, but still medal-winning position in the implementation of projects 

under the thematic objective "Increasing the availability, use and quality of information and 

communication technologies" - 1.2 billion PLN (EU: 0.9 billion PLN), "Supporting the transition 

to the economy low-emission in all sectors "- 5.4 billion PLN (EU: 2.8 billion PLN) and" 

Strengthening institutional capacities of public institutions and interested parties as well as 

the efficiency of public administration "- 21.5 million PLN (EU: 18.1 million PLN). 
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The year 2020 has brought changes, both quantitative and in value, in all thematic objectives. 

Definitely the most profound changes took place in the area covered by the goal of 

"Strengthening research, technological development and innovation", in which the balance of 

newly concluded and cancelled contracts was strongly positive, amounting to plus 258 

projects and an increase in value of over 1.5 billion PLN (EU: 0,9 billion PLN). The second goal 

with the highest increase was "Strengthening the competitiveness of small and medium-sized 

enterprises", in which 481 contracts were added for the amount of 578.6 million PLN (EU:  

476.3 million PLN). There were also negative situations, e.g., in order to "Preserve and protect 

the natural environment and support effective resource management" the number of projects 

increased by 21, but the total value decreased by 104.9 million PLN (EU: 95.0 million PLN). 

 

The Poland-Slovakia European Territorial Cooperation Program is implemented by  

the following regions: Małopolska, Podkarpacie and Śląsk on the Polish side,  

and Východné Slovensko (Prešovský kraj) and Stredné Slovensko (Žilinský kraj) on the 

Slovakian side. The idea is to create joint projects, implemented on both sides of the border 

and serving residents and tourists alike. 

 

Under the Poland-Slovakia Territorial Cooperation Program, 49 projects from the Poland-

Slovakia Program with a total value of 205.7 million PLN (EU: 170.6 million PLN) have been 

implemented or are under implementation in the Małopolska region.  

 

In 2020, 18 contracts were signed with a total value of 50.1 million PLN (EU: 40.2 million PLN) 

for the implementation of projects under the Poland-Slovakia EWT program in Małopolska. 

Almost all projects are implemented in at least two poviats, hence their multiple reporting in 

individual poviats. Most new projects - 17 - were launched in the Nowosądecki poviat,  

14 in the Oświęcim poviat, and 3 in the Myślenice poviat. 

 

The implementation of the Common Agricultural Policy is based on two pillars - pillar I in terms 

of area payments, addressed to all farmers with agricultural holdings, and pillar II concerning 

the development of rural areas, not necessarily directly related to agriculture. 

 

In 2020, farmers from Małopolska submitted 115.7 thousand applications for area payment 

under the 2020 campaign. There is a constant, decreasing trend in the number of applications 

submitted, both nationally and in Małopolska. Compared to 2005, i.e., the period immediately 

after joining the European Union, the number of applications for direct payments in  

the Małopolska decreased by over 27,000. This is probably the effect not only of the 

restructuring of farms themselves, but also of changes in the socio-economic life, resulting in 

the exclusion of significant areas of agricultural production. The decreasing number of 

applications submitted by farmers also causes a gradual reduction in the position among 

regions in this respect - currently Małopolska is 5th in the country, while in 2005 it was 3rd. 
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In total, in the period 2004-2020, Małopolska received over 7 billion PLN in area payments, 

including single area payments, supplementary area payments, energy payments, sugar 

payments, separate fruit and vegetables payment, temporary soft fruit payment, special 

support. This is 3.5% of the funds disbursed nationwide. 

 

The Rural Development Program is designed to broadly support activities aimed at improving 

the quality of life and running farms as well as non-agricultural activities in rural areas. Hence 

a number of initiatives to improve the quality of products, optimize procedures, initiate 

cooperation, modernize economic processes, etc.  

 

A total of 343.5 thousand contracts were concluded with entities from Małopolska  

co-financing agreements under the Rural Development Program 2014-2020 for the amount of 

2.8 billion PLN. By the end of 2020, RDP payments in the amount of 1.6 billion PLN were made 

in Małopolska under RDP 2014-2020 support and commitments from previous financial 

perspectives. Under RDP 2014-2020, separate measures are implemented by the Boards of 

individual regions. As at the end of 2020, 2,222 contracts were signed in the Małopolska for 

the implementation of projects in Małopolska co-financed from the RDP, worth 921.6 million 

PLN, co-financed from the EAFRD in the amount of 525.9 million PLN. 

 

Comparing with the funds spent under the European Structural and Investment Funds,  

the funds involved in the Rural Development Program seem to be small. However, in some 

municipalities they make a really significant contribution to the projects in this area.  

For example, in Jerzmanowice-Przeginia, RDP projects constitute 46.2% of the value of all 

projects implemented in this commune, in Tomice - 37.2%, Łososina Dolna - 35.1%, Biecz - 

31.2%. 




