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In the 2011/2012 school year, the survey covered 17.977 students from 238 voca-
tional schools in Małopolska.

The survey demonstrated that:
An informed decision on the choice of occupation and school is exceptionally im-

portant for the students’ career. Frequently (too frequently, one may say), students 
tend to focus on the place to learn rather than on what they would study. In fact, a 
bad decision as to the branch of education to be pursued “follows” them througho-
ut their education. Towards the end of their educational path, they usually conclude 
that if only they could, they would chose a different occupation. Assistance in ma-
king the occupational choice should then concentrate on identifying the students’ 
strengths but the final decision is for them to be made. As the survey indicates, 
persuasions by parents or friends or even suggestions from career counsellors make 
young people dissatisfied with what they are learning. 

While still in school, students take up paid employment. However, it hardly ever 
links to the occupation they learn so they do not gather the relevant work expe-
rience. And it is experience that employers expect of candidates for work. This is 
particularly the case of car body painters and panel beaters, electric trades techni-
cians, mechanical engineering technicians, pavers, plumbers and pipe fitters, con-
struction installation assemblers, welders, finishing work technologists in building 
trades or bakers1. 

It is important to gather work experience during school education in so far as 
almost everyone wants to work once they finish learning. Only few school leavers 
are guaranteed work though. Students might realise that it will be difficult for them 
to find jobs corresponding with their acquired occupations and hence so many of 
them are oriented at taking up any employment. 

Migration of young qualified workers is not likely to increase in the nearest future: 
relatively few students are planning to go away (be it for holidays or for any longer 
period of time). A considerable group comprises people who would not exclude the 
possibility of going away; however, the size of the group is comparable to that from 
the previous survey. 

Students and those in post-secondary and secondary technical schools in par-
ticular, do not have precise plans regarding their further education. The ones who 
know they want to continue to learn at school usually go to supplementary techni-
cal secondary schools; secondary technical school leavers then continue education 
at schools of higher education, and those who finish post-secondary schools pick 
vocational training courses.

Not all of those who complete vocational schools would take their vocational 
examinations – even though they should, and although they had declared they wo-
uld do so earlier on during their education. The school leavers survey demonstrates 
that students do not attempt to have their qualifications certificated because they 
are convinced they would not make it anyway. Some of them see no point in sitting 
for the examinations and some say that they were advised against taking them by 
their teachers2. 

1  Cf. Occupational Barometer 2012, Kraków: Regional Labour Office in Kraków, 2012. Available at: http://ob-
serwatorium.malopolska.pl/en/research/regular-studies/occupational-barometer.html 
2  Cf. Occupational Start. Report on the survey of careers of vocational school leavers 2011, Kraków: Regional 
Labour Office in Kraków, 2012. Available at: http://obserwatorium.malopolska.pl/en/research/regular-studies/
vocational-school-leavers-survey.html 
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The highest number of students have a command of English and German. Stu-
dents of post-secondary schools declare the highest level of knowledge of foreign 
languages which is not infrequently due to the fact that they have already completed 
their secondary-level education, are studying at the same time and are older than 
the other respondents. Generally, students of secondary technical schools mention 
that they are familiar with more than one foreign language. The most popular com-
bination is that of English and German. The sectors where the knowledge of foreign 
languages is the best are the ones which relate to wide ranging service provision: 
social/medical, administrative/office, tourist/catering and general services. Overall, 
people who plan to study at schools of higher education or who are already tertiary 
students, and those who plan staying abroad for some time or permanently, declare 
a better command of foreign languages.

An increase has been noted over recent years in the level of young people’s acti-
vities outside of their school curriculum. This means them taking additional lessons, 
vocational courses, attending interest clubs or vocational counselling classes. This 
may relate to a more extensive offer of extracurricular activities available now, also 
through the project “Modernisation of vocational education in Małopolska”.


